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I am happy to know that Assam Society, Doha, Qatar is publishing a
bilingual souvenir on the occasion of 'Indian Community Festival 2013' being
organised at Doha, Qatar in the month of November 2013.
I wish the publication all success.

GREETINGS MESSA
GE
MESSAGE
Dear Dr. Bhupendra Kumar Saikia
President of Assam Society, Qatar.
I’m pleased to extend my warmest greetings and thanks to all members, family
and children, and those who attending the ‘Indian Community Festival’. On this joyful
occasion of ‘Indian Community Festival’, I would like to take this opportunity thank the
organizers and supporters of this event for your continued commitment to the Indian Cultural
Centre, which will further strengthen the cultural relationship with ICC.
India is one of the most religiously diverse nations in the world, with some of the
most deeply religious societies embedded with cultures and festivals. Religion and festivals
still plays a central and definitive role in the life of many of its people. India is a land rich
in epics, legends, myths and folklore centered on revered deities, valiant heroes, fierce
demons, animals and trees all inseparable from its religious and ritual celebration, its art
and literature.
The arts and festival thus became innate to life, as spontaneous expressions of joy,
for propitiating the gods in difficult times, in accompaniment to rites and rituals punctuating
the passage of life. Each of India’s myriad art and festival forms was born and nurtured in
its local context. Each, however, has its own story to tell of how it travelled down the
ages, always seeking to dialogue with cultures beyond its own. This journey speaks of an
awe-inspiring legacy of tradition, vivacity and synthesis.
We should be proud to live in a country like Qatar embraces diversity, champions
and generous to cooperate with our cultural values. We are all given the opportunity to
share and appreciate the various traditions of our families, friends and neighbors.
Thank you again for your dedicated contributions and best wishes for a wonderful
event ‘Indian Community Festival’.
Sincerely,
Girish Kumar
Vice President, Embassy of India
Indian Cultural Centre, Doha, Qatar
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OUTDOOR QATAR
Bijan K. Choudhury
Doha, Qatar; Mobile : 55635417, E-mail : choudhury.bijan@gmail.com

FOR most of the people I had the pleasure of
knowing in Qatar, the idea of participating in an
outdoor activity strikes terror in their hearts … and
one of them will come up with an excuse like … “I
am very busy with my office work this week and
probably I will have to work during the weekend …”
Funny thing, during the same week break he met this
person at the Mall who happens to know me as well
… Another will say, ‘‘It will be too hot … lets meet in
Restaurant for Lunch or Dinner”. “It is too dusty … ”
And so on. Eventually, the idea will be
abandoned.
It is indeed rough climate here in Qatar … you
need to avoid June, July and August. Probably May
and September as well … but there are enough in
the rest of the year to have some nice outdoor time
in Qatar.
Let us see some options then and may be I can
tell you something you did not realize.
Fishing or Angling is something you can do
and there are even some groups that organize such
activities. If you go to the Doha Corniche area or Al
Khor particularly in the wee hours of the morning,
you are sure to see people doing this.

Safari … you must go at least once. They will take you
down steep slopes of sand, they will show you lakes in
the desert where foxes come to drink water, and then
you can go for camping and night out … it is
fun.

Desert Safari

You can also go for Camel Rides … they are
pretty cheap and you can find camels to ride in
Mesaieed. I am sure there are other spots where you
can do this.

Camel riding in Mesaieed

You should not miss visiting the Al Jumayliyah
desert area. You will be better off if you have four
wheel drives. Should not be a problem in Qatar as
one in your circle is sure to have one. You will see
Fishing in Al Khor area
wild Ostriches and yes, we did see them when we
Then you can go for Desert Safari … there are went there in 2009. If you are lucky you will get to
see Deer and Oryx. So I am told.
quite a few parties that will take you for such a
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If you like to relax, then please go and visit the
zoo … It has not got the best collection of animals and
birds in the world but you will see those Oryx and
Ostriches … and Peacocks and Flamingos …

Wild Ostriches

If you are one that likes to relax, you can go to
one of the many beaches and relax like the fellow
here.

Flamingo in Doha zoo

Al Khor beach

Every year you will see at least one Air Show
and believe me, they are a treat to watch. If you
follow the newspaper or the Qatar Living site, you
can keep track of such events. I was also lucky to
watch some boat races in Doha Corniche, they were
spectacular.

What else can you do, for people like you and
me … who slog the whole week in the office? If
you are into sports, there are facilities available in
Aspire for you to take part. You can jog and go
cycling … of course not everywhere but there are
designated areas in the city. You can go to one of
the parks to be with nature. You can take Boat
Rides from Doha Corniche and also there are
Cruises available that also includes Fishing trips. If
you like to see some nice spots, you will like the
Souq Waqif, Katara or the Pearl.
If you are like me, then take your camera with
you and go for early morning or evening walks …
you can click some nice photographs.

Sunrise at
Wakrah beach
Air show

Sunset at
Wakrah

Doha
Corniche

Boat race in Doha
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Daisy Doley

Cabin Crew, Qatar Airways, Doha, Qatar
Mobile : 55120184, E-mail : daisydoley88@gmail.com

MY day starts - sometimes as the world sleeps - but always... with hopes-dreams-and
that spark so fresh. Never has passed a single day alike. As you put that uniform on...
with so much pride, pack your trolley, put that last touch of gloss... glance at the
mirror and kiss goodbye - Voila!!... You are ready to take on the world - a 'few' tea or
coffee... a child's tear... headache-stomachache or heartache... or God forbids... an
engine failure at 35,000ft!!
The ancient air in Rome... as you walk towards the Colosseum... you are soaked
in the serendipity of that Imperial era. Jumping from greenline to redline to orangeline
in Barcelona with everything written in Espanol... and if you can still sip a cup of
cappuccino sitting on a stone throne up on the hill in Antonio Gaudi's Park Guell. Set
foot in NASA's Johnson Space Centre, Houston and you are lost in Kalpana Chawla's
words - 'When you look at the stars and the galaxy, you feel that you are not just from
any particular piece of land, but from the solar system.' The inspiration of Nelson
Mandela radiates in Johannesburg... you see his vision - 'South Africa is moving in
the right direction... we should have confidence that there are great days ahead.' The
divinity of climbing 268 steps to the 34 meters high Tian Tan Buddha in Hong Kong
and being chased away by monkeys of Swayambhunath in Kathmandu... ahhh the
dude monkeys did bless us on bribing with peanuts!! Switzerland is in Bollywood but if you can actually take a stroll by the Lake Zurich like you have always walked
that lane. 45 degrees in Doha, 0 degree inside my freezer - imagine standing on a
frozen pond in - 12 degrees in Brussels. Walking like a diva on the fashion streets of
Milan and shopping in Manchester till your senses say Stop and body screams Enough!
Sneaking in secret underground shops in Shanghai for a first copy Louis Vuitton and
pampering yourself with a Chanel watch. And then Paris - you stand there and you
have to pinch yourself hard - Ohhh... this is THE Eiffel Tower!! A few marriage
proposals here and there and - Love in Tokyo!!!
Tom Yum in Bangkok, Nasi Goreng in Jakarta, Adobo in Manila - I still can't get
enough of the Asian flavours. The bliss of 'Maacher Jhol' and 'Mishti Doi' in Dhaka
and Korean Barbecue in Incheon. The humbleness of the Thais and the jolly Iranians
- the Great Wall of China and the smallest penguins in Australia - the sorrowing sighs
of the Taj Mahal and the romance on a Gondola in Venice - the sadness of riots in
Nigeria and the joy of a wedding in Uganda - skyscrapers in Chicago and roofless
houses in Rwanda - hugged by Snoop Dogg in Times Square in NewYork City and
going weak in the knees saying Marhaba to Meryl Streep - posing in front of the
White House on a wintery morning in Washington DC and dancing all night long in
Jay-Z's club in NYC - playing football with two Tanzanian kids in Coco beach, Dares-Salaam and collecting shells with Michelle on the seashores of Seychelles - catching
a fish in Kochi and hugging snakes in Singapore - Done it all, Seen it all... still miles
to fly... miles to go before I sleep.
The blush and a twinkle when an old Punjabi couple blesses you after a 14 hours
flight 'Sadaa Suhagan Raho'... A flight full of passengers coming from Tehran enroute
to Karachi blesses an Indian girl with Mongolian origins - my World... actually covers
the World.
Dream a dream... Live for it... Go for it ~ Let's FLY!!!
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BRIEF HISTORY OF QATAR
Mohan Adhikari

Camp in-charge, Desert Line Projects, Doha, Qatar
Mobile : 33432908, E-mail : madhikari.chandra@gmail.com

HISTORY is such a word that enrich human beings to develop the skill and make an aware
of the subject matter. I have been residing here for last four years and I am getting an
opportunity to place my words here from the grace of almighty and my honorable brother/
friend/guide. In this regard I am grateful to him.
During the bronze age, around the third and second millennium BC, evidence seems
to indicate Qatar as a trading hub for the Arabian Gulf. Artifacts from various civilizations
from Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley and other gulf regions indicate movement within the
region in terms of exporting and importing. During the middle of the second millennium it
also appears that Kassite of Zagros, ruler of Babylon, may have taken control of part of
Qatar or at least had close links with the region. Babylonian pottery from his reign found in
Al-Khor seems to bear out a connection.
Around the seventh century AD huge change came to Qatar in the form of a religion
that was sweeping the Arabian Gulf. It is said that Qatar became famous for robe making
during this early Islamic period and that the Prophet Mohammed himself worn robes from
Qatar. The first major invasion of Qatar occurred in the year 1515 when the Portuguese
navy took control of the peninsula. Portugal used Qatar for over a century as a trading port,
bringing in products from Europe and exporting things like pearls, silks, seeds and spices
from Arabia. After almost a century of occupation, the Portuguese were eventually driven
out by the Imam of Muscat in 1652.
Around 1872, the peninsula again fell under the control of a foreign force when it
became part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. At the outbreak of World War I, the Turks
pulled out of Qatar and the British established a treaty with the new ruler, Sheikh Abdullah
at-Thani, in 1916. The treaty offered protection from aggression for Qatar in return for
supervision by the British of the country’s external affairs. This treaty held until 1934
when a new one was signed to further cement and extend upon the first.
In 1960 Sheikh Abdullah at-Thani abdicated power of Qatar to his son,
Sheikh Ahmed Al-Thani. It was eight years later that the British announced
that they intended to remove their presence from Qatar by 1971. Al-Thani was
quick to forge new bonds with Bahrain and Trucial Oman. This unity which
would become known as the UAE, or United Arab Emirates.
A few years later, in 1993, Qatar began to rebuild its personal relations with
Iraq and was a chief supporter of ending sanctions on the country. Later, in
1998, Iraq resisted UN weapons checks within its borders and Qatar appealed to
Iraq to comply in order to help stabilize the region into a more peaceful
state. When the second Gulf war inevitably began, Qatar again sided
against Iraq and allowed troops into its country.
Now Qatar is the largest oil and Natural gas exporter in the world.
The following table represents the datas of it's production per year.
Historical data for Qatar Oil Production is limited to 5 years
Dec. 31, 2012
83.35MT
Dec. 31, 2011
78.21MT
Dec. 31, 2010
72.13MT
Dec. 31, 2009
62.39MT
Dec. 31, 2008
65.03MT
(Source : Defferent News papers, Different sites, Qatar encyclopedia)

QATAR

AS I SAW IN EIGHTIES
Dr. Bipul C. Bhuyan
Muscat, Oman

ON 4th November, 1982 my Gulf
Air flight from Dubai landed in
Doha International Airport in midmorning. I was then put into the
nearby Oasis Hotel. That time Gulf
Air was the only airline of the 4
GCC countries. (No Emirates,
Qatar Airways, Oman Air nor
Etihaad). And there were only three
good hotels in Doha (Sheraton,
Gulf and the Oasis). It was my first
overseas journey and was
pleasantly surprised to see bright
sunny morning with wide but nearly
empty roads. I was probably the
first Assamese to land in Qatar.
Qatar was a small country
with a population of 2.3 lacs at that
time with about 2 lacs residing in
capital Doha itself. Doha itself was
a small place stretching from
Sheraton Hotel in west to the Gulf
Hotel and upto the Hamad
Hospital. There was practically
nothing beyond Hamad Hospital
and the airport.
I was appointed as a staff
radiologist in the newly opened
Hamad General Hospital. It was
very well-planned and built with
state of the art equipment. There
were a large number of staff from
the west, including Americans,
Swedish and British. There were
only few doctors from India, and I
was one of them. Working in a new
environment with multinational
set-up was challenging specially as
I was a fresh post-graduate from
PGI, Chandigarh. However, our

medical training was excellent, so
there was no problem at all for me.
Our radiology department was
running the set-ups in Rumaillah
Hospital and the Old Women’s
Hospital as well. The present day
Women's Hospital next to Hamad
Hospital was not there; not even
its construction started.
The central part of Doha was
quite small with smaller roads.
There was a road called Asmak
Street and another Kaharba Street.
I remember, there was once fire in
the Kaharba Street itself, which
was an event to remember of that
time. Wide ring roads were built
that time, which were practically
empty most of the time, so driving
was a pleasure and the word traffic
jam was unknown. Most cars were
Mercedes followed by Honda and
others.
There were only two Indian
restaurants. Caravan and our friend
Murthy’s newly opened Welcome.
Both were good and packed during
Fridays and holidays.
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The Post Office was small and
was in the airport. We use to drive
from my residence near Hamad
Hospital to the Post Office to post
letter. Patel construction of India
later (1983-85) built a new hitech
post office building in westbay
area.
Football was the most popular
game of Qatari youth those days,
followed by ten pin bowling. There
were few football stadium (biggest
one was the Khalifa Stadium) and
2 bowling arena in Sheraton and
Gulf hotel. I learn bowling here
and latter liked it very much and
even won some tournaments. Qatar
used to employ South American
football coaches and did very well
in
many
international
championships.
There were 3 good shopping
centres at that time : The Centre,
Salam Plaza and the Mumtaza
Shopping Centre. The Centre Sale
was a famous event. People used
to wait for this sale to buy many
things. For day to day shopping

Road in Qatar, 1972
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Two of my life’s most important event happened
when I was in Doha. I got married to Dipali in 1983
and latter our dear son Anshuman was born. My stay
in Doha was one of my most memorable, eventful &
successful years. But every good thing has to come
to an end some day. At last my time to bid farewell to
Qatar came. In September 1990 I flew out again by
Qatar’s national carrier Gulf Air to further pursue my
career in Oman.

Corniche in 1974

Mumtaza Shopping Centre was good and cheap and
we used to frequently visit it. Milk, egg and frozen
chicken were very cheap but vegetable was expensive.
What surprised me in the beginning was that petrol
was cheaper than bottled drinking water. Petrol used
to cost 22 Dirham /Litre (1 Rial = 100 Dirham, 1 Rial
= Rs. 2.70 in early 1983) In filling stations cars are
usually filled full tank. No one ask how many litres.
Coming from India it looked very strange for me.

Hotel Sheraton & Conferance Centre in 1978

Dr. Bipul C. Bhuyan, hails from Guwahati, Assam, India. He is now serving as Senior Consultant Radiologist,
Al Hayat International Hospital, Muscat, Oman.
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Jamil Ahmed Laskar
Doha, Qatar
Mobile : 66341906, E-mail : laskarj47@hotmail.com

Qatar’s towering high dream can be seen in the sky by counting the numbers of tower cranes
swinging in the sky. Every street in Doha is witnessing these festive constructions. There are
many infrastructures and mega projects being launched everywhere.
WHEN you have dream and you have wealth to fulfill that, the dream becomes reality. Qatar is
having both high dream and wealth. The country is gearing up to celebrate 2022 World Cup
Football. Qatar’s towering high dream can be seen in the sky by counting the numbers of tower
cranes swinging in the sky. Every street in Doha is witnessing the festive constructions. There are
many infrastructures and mega projects being launched everywhere. New faces are being seen
every day. It is evident in the schools and market where the rush is multifold. It is happy news for
us. We will be happier if we see some NE folk in that rush. Questions comes and being asked why
NE people do not come much in Middle-East. Many people answers in many ways but one thing is very
evident that lack of information and remoteness is one of the main reasons of this almost rare flow of NE
people in this job market. People in NE think that only Engineers and Doctors find job in Middle-East.
There are widespread opportunities unfolding here. In this small space we will try to put forward about
few construction jobs where we have potential to grab.
NON TECHNICAL JOBS
Document Controller : This looks to be a general position
controlling all kind of documents in an organization. But in the context
of gulf job market this is one of the most looked after position for non
technical people in the construction field. A construction projects generates
lots of documents and these are very important during construction and
specially at handing over stage. These documents can be well managed
by professional Document Control software like ACONEX, Constructware
etc. In the absence of this software, tracking resisters by Ms Excel is
sufficient to segregate, filter and hyperlink all these documents. Seven or

........................................... tied with unseen golden threads ...........................................

FEW JOB TITLES
Document Controller
Safety (HSE) Officers
Secretarial Job
Sales and Marketing
Business Development
HR/Admin/Recruiting
6G Welder
Industrial Painter
Insulator
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eight tracking register requires to be maintained for
easy traceability of the documents although the
operation for recording various kind of drawing,
contractual, quality document and correspondence.
An arts graduate with a MS Office certificate having
oral and drafting knowledge in English is the right
fit. These kinds of people are abundant in NE region.
In this basic market a DC can start with QR 4000
minimum while a fresh graduate Engineer normally
starts with QR 5000 only. Guess who is more gainer.
I have friend who started his DC career with QR 2500
in 2004 is now getting around QR 20000 which
always does not happens to an Engineer even. I know
few NE guys are already doing well in this field at
UAE and Qatar.
Safety (HSE) Officers : this is an umbrella
term to cover all sorts of safety and security job
spanning from service sector, process industries to
construction. My discussion topic here will be limited
to booming construction in Qatar. Most of the GCC
countries have become very conscious about safety
and security of their work force like US and European
countries. Construction companies are bound to abide
by local and international rules in Health, safety and
environment (HSE) during construction,
commissioning and running of a project. This has
open up a large job sector for the non technical job
aspirant. Per 50 workers a HSE officer is mandatory
to be deployed in a project. A good healthy youth with
a basic graduation in any field and an additional course
in HSE like IOSH, NEBOSH are eligible for that. In
addition to that there are many courses provided in
the South Indian states like Tamil nadu, Kerala and
Andra Pradesh by various institute like NILEM etc.
A small time relevant experience anything above two
years is preferable. A beginner can start with a salary
of QR 5000 plus. These international short term
courses are provided by agencies like TWI, Sheild
etc. in Chennai, Mumbai, Delhi and few more places.
An internet search with these keys will give you more
information.
Secretarial Job : Every busy executive needs
some helping hand in their day to day works like
reminding about various schedules, helping in file
keeping and typing etc. We in NE India are averaged
skilled in this kind of job. We find personal assistant,
clerk and secretaries everywhere. Here it is on high
demand now. This demand is necessitated due to
boom in construction. I see every project manager
start his day with the secretary. Package varies from
QR 3000 to 7000 plus based on experience and skill.
08 ...........................................

Sales and Marketing : This is an umbrella
term to cover all sorts of marketing and promotion of
products and services. This is a big area for nontechnical people to get in, especially in Business to
customer link (B2C) for the sales of utilities, building
materials, engineering and non engineering materials,
insurance, perfumes etc. for variety of users. This
can be a tough position in the gulf environment for
non aggressive NE people– you have to be aggressive
and get the target met as your performance is
extremely measurable. On the other hand you learn a
lot and are directly responsible for growing the bottom
line, which is really cool.
Business Development : People think this is
a lucrative position but it’s often a nicer way to
describe sales. BD is about forming partnerships with
other organizations that augment your business.
Typically these go to people with a charming
personality and “executive presence” and can charm
potential partners while also making deals that add
real value to the company. People of NE with good
written and oral English can do that except those who
could not overcome the local tong setting. In the days
of Qatar boom many companies are hiring BDs.
HR/Admin/Recruiting : This role is typically
filled by someone who has a lot of contacts with
technical people and has some experience in the
industry in hiring and evaluating talent. It’s a non
technical hard job to do well.
TECHNICAL SKILL JOB
SIt will be unfair if we do not write something
about few technical skills available in our region.
Assam is a place of oil refineries, petrochemicals and
oil fields. There is a pool of skilled man powers there
but not getting access much to middle east jobs. I
have seen good pipe welders, painters, insulators etc.
during my work at Numaligarh Refinery. Good
placement agencies do not find it profitable to go
there. Most of the local agencies are reported to be
corrupt. In this situation only social organization can
help the aspiring skill workers by registering their
names to the reputed agencies through internet.
6G Welders : 6G welders both in Arc Welding
and TIG welding has high demand. There are pipe
and structural welders requires for almost all projects.
Skilled welders got experience and training during
construction various NE projects can take this
opportunity rather than sitting back at home while
there is no project there.
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Industrial Painters : Industrial painting job
in gulf countries are decently paid. Corrosion
protection from coastal salty weather with high quality
painting is a compulsion here. Sand blasters and Spray
painters are not much available in NE states but we
see lots of good quality automobile painters working
in various denting and painting shops. If they want
those good one can explore their luck in Middle East
not only in auto mobile sector but in construction
sector also. Anything between QR 1500 to 2500 plus
can be earned depending on the type of job you do.

Insulation and Metal Cladding : I have seen
many insulators and cladders from Bongaigaon and
Digboy area working in the NE projects. They got
their skill during the construction and expansion of
NE oils sectors and other industrial projects. It is
comparatively a light job suitable for semi-skilled
workers. Many dedicated companies like KAIFER,
INTERPRO etc. employs peoples for this kind of
jobs. Bellow table is to give you a starter link to gulf
jobs. Once you land down you will find many
more.

LIST OF BEST GULF JOB WEBSITES

LIST OF GULF JOBS PAPERS ISSUED IN MUMBAI

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1. Assignment Abroad Times (Every Saturday)
2. Times of India (Every Wednesday)
3. NRI Times (Friday)

www.gulfjobsbank.com
www.naukrigulf.com
www.gulftalent.com
www.way2gulf.com
www.gulfjobsmarket.com

LIST OF TOP CONSULTANCY
1. G. GHEEWALAHR CONSULTANTS
2. ETRUST TRAVEL & PLACEMENT PRIVATE
LIMITED
3. ASIA POWER OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT
SERVICES
4. INTERNATIONAL OVERSEAS SERVICES
5. AMBE CONSULTANCY SERVICES PVT. LTD.
6. A. G. ENTERPRISE
7. ASMACS COSULTANCY
8. ABU TRAVEL SERVICE
9. INTERNATIONAL TRADE LINKS

10. BETA CONSULTANCY HR SERVICES
11. NASSER OVERSEAS CONSULTANTS
12. SREENATH & ASSOCIATES
13. AL-KARIM OVERSEAS CONSULTANCY
14. YOGI ASSOCIATES
15. OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT BUREAU
16. A. G. P. INTERNATIONAL SERVICES
17. SEAGULL INTERNATIONAL
18. INDMAN CONSULTANTS
19. PIONEER TRAVELS MANPOWER
20. SOUNDLINES HR CONSULTANCY

Some important YOUTUBE links for viewing our programmes
ŒÎ¬˝◊√Ê√œ ’±1n∏ ’ø•§ﬂ¡±1 Ú‘Ó¬…
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=583060275047932&set=o.540140546007730&type=2&theater#\

ﬂ¡±È¬±11 ’¸˜œ˚˛± 1±˝◊√Ê√1 ø¬ıUÚ±‰¬ [1]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8BURJR7iBg

ﬂ¡±È¬±11 ’¸˜œ˚˛± 1±˝◊√Ê√1 ø¬ıUÚ±‰¬ [2]
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKPyOJawH1g

1n∏˜Á≈¡˜ ˙˝◊√ﬂ¡œ˚˛±1 ﬂ¡FÓ¬ ø¬ıU¸≈1œ˚˛± ·œÓ¬
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo6gJDL21F0

ë¶§±·Ó¬ ¶§±·Ó¬ ¸Ó¬œÔ«í Œﬂ¡±1±‰¬1 ’±‡1±
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxDpYcvFkfA

¬Û”Ê√± Œ·±¶§±˜œ1 ﬂ¡FÓ¬ ø¬ıU ’±1n∏ ’Ú…±Ú… ·œÓ¬ ¬Ûø1Àª˙Ú
https://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=511612115552557
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A French Journey
This is my journey of life from a small, serene town, Dhubri, located
in westernmost point of Assam, 300 KM from the capital of Assam,
Dispur to the one of the richest country, Qatar.

Sahanur Ali
Doha, Qatar; Mobile : 33278131, E-mail : sahanurali@gmail.com

“A language is an exact reflection of the character and growth of its speakers.”
–Mahatma Gandhi
How did I learn French...
Well, after my graduation, I was quite uncertain
about my future when circumstances made me to
accept an offer at Bangalore as a Back Office
Operations Executive for Royal Bank of Canada and
Bell Canada. Since Canada has two official languages
viz. English and French, I used to process bilingual
documents which have both English and French
scripts. There were foreign language experts with us
who contributes their role in the department. I used
to learn some basic French expressions like Bonjour,
Bonsoir, Ça va from them which I found very
interesting. Everyday usages of French documents and
listening to the colleagues talking in French ended
up joining a French Language Course at Alliance
Française de Bangalore which was advised by my
colleagues Mr. Vinit Kumar and Mr. Anunay Singh
(Both of them graduated in BA French from Banaras
Hindu University).
Bank to International School…
After 2 years of study, I got an opportunity to
work for an International School in Bangalore as a
French Teacher. I was so glad to grab the opportunity
as its going to give me the chance to be in touch with
the language in everyday basis. And, I met 2 wonderful
colleagues Mrs. Baldip K. Dham (Advance Diploma
in French from Toulouse University, Toulouse,
France) and Mrs. Diana Jerom (MA French from
Madurai University, Madurai, Tamilnadu, India)
besides my Principal of the school Mrs. Kalpana
Mohan who encouraged me whole heartedly during
my tenure at that school. Our French department
organised many activities, for instance, French
10

Caption Contest, ‘Fête de la Musique’ celebration,
French Food Festival, Exchange program with Lycée
Français from France and many more. In the
meantime, I completed my Advance Diploma in
French then I undergone a Teachers’ training program
for French as a Foreign Language. I also took training
for French (0520) in Cambridge International
Examinations.
Dubai, U.A.E. the cosmopolitan arena…
After 3 years of teaching experience in India, I
got an opportunity to take an assignment in Dubai,
U.A.E. to teach French to the aspirant for Québec
and Canada immigration. It was a different experience
for me to work outside my home country and with a
multicultural environment where I taught learners
from more than 50 nationalities. In the meantime, I
leisurely enjoyed the impulses of Amity University –
Dubai Campus as a visiting faculty of French. There
I got a vivid experience to impart what I have learned
in French to the budding hospitality professionals with
the support from my Program Leader Ms. Neha S.
Yadav (Professor, Amity University – Dubai Campus,
Academic City, Dubai, U.A.E.).
Hotel Management Students, Amity University, Dubai Campus

Doha, the present destiny…
Presently, I work as a faculty in French in one of
the leading educational institution, namely Doha
Modern Indian School. I have 2 native speaking
colleagues here, Ms. Maya Yagagi (Lebanon) and Ms.
Pamella Tamtam (Cameroun) which I found
extremely beneficial in terms of language practice.
About French – La Langue Française...
French is a Romance Language derived from
Indo-European Language family. The Romance
languages developed from Latin in the sixth to ninth
centuries. The term ‘Romance’ comes from the Latin
adverb romanice, derived from Romanicus: for
instance, in the expression romanice loqui, “to speak
in Roman”. From this adverb the noun romance
originated. The word romance with the modern sense
of romance novel or love affair has the same origin.
The five most widely spoken Romance languages are
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian and Romanian.
The noun France and the adjective French come from
the Latin Francia, which means “country of Franks”.
The Franks were a tribe of Western Europe.
Today, more than 200 million people speak
French on the five continents. La Francophonie
(Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie), the
international organization of French-speaking
countries, comprises 57 countries. French is the
second most widely learned foreign language after
English, and the ninth most widely spoken language
in the world. French is also the only language,
alongside English, that is taught in every country in
the world. France operates the biggest international

network of cultural institutes, which run Frenchlanguage courses for more than 750,000 learners.
French is one of the most frequently used languages
on the Internet. Below we can see the ‘Le monde de
la francophonie’ (The French-speaking world) where
French is spoken as main or official language.
Why learn a foreign language?...
One who speaks only one language is one person,
but one who speaks two languages is two people.
Bir dil bir insane, iki dil iki insane. –Turkish
Proverb.
Communication...
An obvious reason to learn a foreign language is
to be able to communicate with the people who speak
it. Speaking another’s language shows respect for that
culture, and people in every country prefer it when
tourists make an effort to speak the local language,
even if all you can say in it is “hello” and “please”. In
addition, learning another language can also help you
to communicate with the local immigrant populations
at home.
Cultural Understanding...
Speaking another language helps you to get to
know another people and culture, as language and
culture go hand in hand. Learning another language
opens one’s mind to new ideas and new ways of
looking at the world.
For example, the fact that many languages have
more than one translation of “you” indicates that these
languages (and the culture that speak them) place a

Francophone Countries
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greater emphasis on distinguishing between audiences
than does English. French distinguishes between tu
(familiar) and vous (formal/plural), while Spanish has
five words that indicate one of four categories:
familiar/singular (tú or vos, depending on the
country), familiar/plural (vosotros), formal/singular
(Ud), and formal/plural (Uds). Meanwhile Arabic
distinguishes between nta (masculine singular), nti
(feminine singular), and ntuma (plural). In contrast,
English uses “you” for masculine, feminine, familiar,
formal, singular and plural. The fact that these
languages have such different ways of looking at
“you” indicates cultural differences between the
people who speak them: French and Spanish focus
on familiarity vs formality, while Arabic emphasizes
gender. This is just one example of many of the
linguistic and cultural differences between languages.
In addition when you speak another language,
you can enjoy literature, film and music in the original
language. It is extremely difficult for a translation to
be a perfect replica of the original. Try to translate “I
smoke cigarette” in Hindi…
Business and careers...
Speaking more than one language is a skill which
will increase you marketability. Schools and
employers tend to prefer candidates who speak one
or more foreign languages.
Why learn French?...

Knowledge of French offers access to great works of
literature, as well as films and songs, in the original
French. French is the language of Victor Hugo,
Molière, Edith Piaf, Jean-Paul Sartre, Émile Zola,
Céline Dion, Hergé, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Guy
de Maupassant, Christian Dior, Yves Saint Laurent
and Zinedine Zidane.
The language for travel...
France is the world’s number one tourist
destination and attracts more than 70 million visitors
a year. A little French makes it so much more
enjoyable to visit Paris and all the regions of France
(From the mild climes of the Cote d’Azur to the snowcapped peaks of Alps via the rugged coastline of
Brittany) and offers insight into French culture,
mentality and way of life. French also comes in handy
when travelling to Africa, Switzerland, Canada,
Monaco, the Seychelles and other places.
A language for higher education...
Speaking French opens up study opportunities
at renowned French Universities and Business
Schools, ranked among top higher education
institutions in Europe and the world.
The other language of International relations...
French is both a working language and official
language of the United Nations, the European Union,
UNESCO, NATO, the International Olympic
Committee, and the International Red Cross.
A language for learning other languages...
French is good base for learning other languages,
especially Romance Languages (Spanish, Italian,
Portuguese and Romanian). The richest source of
vocabulary in English actually derives, not directly
from Latin, but from French.

A language for the job market...
An ability to speak French and English is an
advantage on the international job market. Knowledge
of French opens the doors of French companies in
France and other French-speaking parts of the world
(Canada, Switzerland, Belgium and Northern and
Sub-Saharan Africa). As the world’s fifth biggest
economy and number-three destination for the foreign
investment, France is a key economic partner.
The language of culture...
French is the international langue of cooking,
fashion, theatre, the visual arts, dance and architecture.
12 ...........................................

French in sports...
Sports enthusiasts can follow their favourite
events and athletes in a number of sports popular in
the French-speaking world. For example: Cycling in
the ‘Le Tour de France’, tennis in ‘Roland Garros’
(French Open), horseracing at ‘Longchamps’,
motorcycle racing, Formula 1 automobile racing, ‘24
Heures du Mans’, Monaco’s Grand Prix, off-road
racing in the ‘Rallye de Dakar’ and ‘Fédération
Internationale de Football Association’ (FIFA).
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Feedback - Query?...
Of course, readers are welcome to send their
queries or views on French language learning, please
mail to sahanurali@gmail.com.
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French for Immigration (Canada)...
Québec (English: Quebec) is a province in eastcentral Canada. It is the only Canadian province that
has a predominantly French-speaking population, and
the only to have French as its sole provincial official
language. To immigrate to Québec, one must
demonstrate the knowledge of French by enclosing
the result of a French evaluation test issued by the
Ministère.
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Learn French in Qatar
Hamad Bin Khalifa University ... www.tii.qa
Institut Français du Qatar ... www.institutfrancais-qatar.com
Learn French in India
Alliance Française ... www.afindia.org
Jawaharlal Nehru University ... www.jnu.ac.in
Banaras Hindu University ... www.bhu.ac.in
English & Foreign Language University ... www.efluniversity.ac.in
Learn French in France
Alliance Française Paris ... www.alliancefr.org
Université Rennes 2 ... www.sites.univ-rennes2.fr
Université de Franche-Comté ... www.formation-cla.univ-fcomte.fr
Institut Lyonnais ... www.institut-lyonnais.com
Higher Study and Scholarship in French
Campus France ... www.campusfrance.org

Assam Society, Qatar
~An initiative towards
community development...
I fortunately met
Dr. Bhupendra Saikia, a
well-known social activist in
Qatar, who serves as the
President of Assam Society,
Qatar, a social community of
people from the North-East. It
is so amazing to see another
small Assam is here in Qatar.
I was quite overwhelmed by
seeing the unity and
brotherhood among the
community in Qatar which I
believe will motivate others to
take more initiative towards
the community development
in coming days here and back
home.

Québec Immigration
Govt. Of Québec (Immigration) ... www.immigration-quebec.gouv.qc.ca
“The world is so empty if one thinks only of mountains, rivers & cities; but to
know someone who thinks & feels with us, & who, though distant, is close to us
in sprit, this makes the earth for us an inhabited garden.”
~Johann Wolfgang von Goeth

TV Channels of ASSAM
Compiled by Dr. Buljit Buragohain, GIST, Guwahati
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assam TV News : http://assamtvnews.com/
Jagiroad Cable Communication : http://www.jccnewstv.com/
Doordarshan Kendra Guwahati : http://ddkguwahati.gov.in/
DY365 : http://www.dy365.in
Frontier TV : http://www.frontiertvindia.com/
• News Live : http://www.newslivetv.org/
NETV : http://www.netvindia.com/
• News Network TV : http://www.newsnetworktv.com/
News Live : http://www.newslivetv.com/
• PRAG Network Channel : www.pragnetwork.com/
• Rengoni : http://www.rengonitv.com/
• PRIME NEWS : http://www.primenews.com/
• Rang : http://www.rangtv.co.in/
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THE GRAND CANYON
The Grand Canyon is said to have the cleanest air in US.
Temperature at the Grand Canyon is very high during summer
and can be less than 0 degrees during winter. The Grand
Canyon is of approximately 1,900 square miles. The Grand
Canyon is carved over a period of millions and millions of years
by the Colorado River. Grand Canyon West is not connected
to the electrical grid and depends solely on generators for power.
Food must be transported to Grand Canyon West about 75 miles.
LAST year, 2012, I went to one of
the seven natural wonders of the
world– The Grand Canyon in
Arizona. It was an unforgettable
trip. Me and my family visited the
Grand Canyon West Rim. We
started from our hotel -circus
circus- in Las Vegas early in the
morning on a four-hour trip by bus.
There were 2 routes; we went
through the second route. It was a
'hop-on hop-off' journey. The bus
stalled at three different
viewpoints: Eagle point, Guano
point and at the Hualapai ranch. It
also stopped at the Hoover Dam
for some time. It was a very hot
day.

At Eagle point, there was an
old Native-American village, an
Amphitheater and a shop where
you could buy jewelry and other
crafts handmade by Native
Americans. You can also dine on
the edge of the canyon with an
uninhibited 360 degree views of
the canyon. The best part of Eagle
point was the Skywalk. The
skywalk was a big glass bridge that
shot out at the edge of the canyon,
about 4000 feet above the canyon
14 ...........................................

Mayurika Borah
Class VII, Birla Public School, Doha

floor, and the glass was
transparent! It was a whole new
experience and when we went onto
the bridge I felt as if I was actually
walking on the sky! I could see the
floor of the canyon which was very,
very far down. It was exciting and
frightening at the same time.
Professional photographers took
snaps of us. As we returned to the
bus, I wanted to go back and walk
on the skywalk again and again. It
was just marvelous!!!

Next, was Guano point. There
was a hike that offered us breathtaking panoramic views of the
Colorado River and the Grand
Canyon. I wanted to go on the hike
but since my sister, Nayanika, who
would want to go too, was too
young, so I had to drop the idea.
Then there was a Hualapai market.
At the market, I saw many tribal
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weapons, jewelry, dresses and
many other things that were related
to the Native Americans. It was
almost time to leave so we did not
buy anything. Also, we met a
member of the Hualapai tribe. I got
a visiting certificate that was
signed by him too! He wore the
modern suit but also wore
traditional Hualapai accessories.
Then we returned to the buses. It
was almost lunchtime by then. I
was quite hungry.
Then we came to the last stop.
The Hualapai Ranch. There we
headed to the dining room which
was pretty crowded. There, we ate
ranch food. The food was just
delish! There were grilled chicken,
mashed potatoes, some coleslaw
and rice. We had our choice of
fresh drinks– lemonade, orange
juice and mixed fruit. At the dining
room, there was a person who
played guitar and sang country
songs. After that we went outside,
where we saw horses being fed and
some games for kids. My sister and
I fed the horses. Then, we left the
ranch around 4. This was the end
of a trip which I will never forget.
The whole journey, starting
from the Hoover Dam till the ranch
was amazing. At the end, I wanted
to start the whole trip all over
again. The Grand Canyon is known
for its beautiful and colorful
landscapes, its overwhelming size
and majesty and also for its authentic
and Native American culture.
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Reminiscence
Dr. Premananda Goswami
Doha, Qatar
Mobile : 33364968, E-mail : drpngoswami@gmail.com

WHEN I opened my eyes very early in one cold December morning in Doha, Qatar, after a
restful dreamless sleep, I recalled it was a Friday– weekend in Qatar, a kin to Sundays in
India. I got up and opened the windows of my bedroom to the view of a misty, pleasantly
chilly morning. Gazing out, I found myself drifting back to memories of an early winter
morning in Assam– a serene, wet green and foggy atmosphere supported by Jayanta
Hazarika’s evergreen song, ‘Sar Pam Moi Puoti Nisate Niyor Jetia Sore’, playing in the
distant background. I was left spellbound and speechless in the present with the recalled
images from my memory.
I was jarred back to reality by the hullabaloo of neighbourhood kids playing football in
the compound. Once again, I found myself slowly drifting back to the memories of my own
school and college days in India.
Apart from football, cricket always has been a popular sport in India. To this day, one
could always find group of young boys playing cricket in any field, colony or street that one
comes across. I fondly recall the time when a group of my friends and I, as very young boys,
went from door-to-door in our neighbourhood asking for ‘generous’ donations and trying to
raise money in order to purchase a football, cricket stumps, the bat, ball and bails. With the
fifty poisa and twenty five poisa from some of the neighbors that did not chase us away, my
friends and I only managed to procure three cricket stumps instead of six, one ball and one
bat and the bails. Acquiring pads, wicket-keeping gloves, three remaining stumps, bails and
another bat seemed like a close-to-impossible dream to us. But with sheer determination,
some sweet-natured ‘persuasion’ that led to generous donations, we finally managed to
make a decent set of sporting goods. I fondly remember the day when we brought all the
items to the playground for the first time, lay them on the ground, and just stood there a
while with big triumphant smiles on our faces, admiring the precious items we gathered.
After all... A SMILE IS A CURVE THAT SETS EVERYTHING STRAIGHT AND WIPES
THE WRINKLES AWAY.
Our team captain was a well-built, efficient player. The cricket bat, stumps, bails and
ball were his responsibility to keep well and safe. We would bring it to the field from his
house and after our matches, he would take them back to his place. Because of his rank of
high import in the team, he would always have the privilege to begin batting before all and
we had to make him out twice before another player could bat. Any protests from the boys
would result in him cancelling the match and taking the bat, ball and bail back to his place.
He was our Sunil Gavaskar.
Coming back to present times, although I have been working as a Doctor and attached
myself to a couple of countries here in the Middle-East since 1985, I have always been an
avid follower of most sports activities all around the world. Qatar has offered me a
wonderful place to call 'home away from home'. I seek solace in the peaceful, amiable as
well as exciting prospects it has to offer. Looking around everywhere in Doha today, one
sees a rapidly developing nation, bringing in and establishing crème de la crème schools,
universities, businesses, and most importantly, talents.
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and cricket tournaments, school, inter-school and
collegiate sports, Independence day, Republic Day,
and so many more. These holidays signified
spending laughing times with friends and family,
eating all sorts of food – be it at home and streetside, and just pure joy. Such remarkable memories
they are! All the members of Qatar Assam Society
have only helped me re-live as well as make new
memories similar to what I may be missing back
home in Assam —KOI LAUTA DE MERE BEETE
HUE DIN.
I observe a keen interest, enthusiasm and lots
of affection within the members of Qatar Assam
Society. Such a sight fills me with warmth! Despite
being busy with professional and familial duties
and responsibilities, I see a sizable group of people
from Assam and the North-east gradually coming
forward and making valuable contributions to the
growth of the Qatar Assam Society here. I believe
that it shall continue to be so and QAS shall
establish itself as a successful organization here. I
would like to express my gratitude and thanks to
the Indian Cultural Center, Qatar (EMBASSY OF
INDIA, QATAR) for affiliating with QAS and
helping establish itself here in Qatar. I wish the
very best for QAS in its future endeavors.

FACTS about INDIA
Official name
Government
President
Vice-President
Prime Minister
Motto
National Anthem
National Song
National Language
National Bird
National Flower
National Fruit
National Tree
National Animal
National Game
Independence Day
Republic Day
Continent
Capital
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(Source : Wikipedia)

I had participated in various sporting
competitions as a young man. Although my
professional duties have not allowed me to still
perform, my enthusiasm and encouragement to
participate in various activities – sports or
otherwise – has always been intact. I find my
excitement bubbling with the prospect of Qatar
hosting several prominent sporting events. Having
hosted the Asian Handball Championship, the FIM
Moto Racing World Championship, Weight-lifting
Championship, Asian Basketball Championship,
the Asian Games and the Asian Football Cup
between 2004 and 2011, Qatar has been evolving
into one of the most significant sporting
destinations in the globe. Qatar shall host the 22nd
FIFA World Cup in the year 2022 which is the most
watched and attended sporting even in the world
and it is bidding to host the 2020 Summer Olympic
Games as well. Bravo!
The cultural hub that Qatar is becoming,
attracting people from all over the world and
hosting several sporting, musical and cultural
events every year, it reminds me very much of the
festive atmosphere prevalent in Assam. I vividly
recall celebrating with great gusto all holidays and
festivals like Bihu, Eid, Christmas, annual football

Republic of India (Bharat Ganrajya)
Sovereign Socialist Democratic Republic with a
Parliamentary System of Government
Sri Pranab Mukherjee
Mohammad Hamid Ansari
Dr. Manmohan Singh
Satyameva Jayate (Truth Alone Triumphs)
Jana Gana Mana (Thou Art the Ruler of the Minds of All People)
Vande Mataram (I Bow to Thee, Mother)
Hindi
Peacock
No. of States, UT 28, 7
Lotus
Largest City
Mumbai
Mango
Area
32,87,590 Sq. Km.
Banyan
Population
12,10,193,422 (2011 census)
Tiger
Density
375.30/Sq. Km.
Hocky
Literacy
74.04%
15 August 1947
Sex Ratio
933
26 January 1950
Currency
Indian rupee (INR)
Asia
Time zone
IST (UTC+05:30 hours)
New Delhi
Calling code
+91
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Life in Qatar University
Dr. Jolly Bhadra Dakua

Post Doctoral Researcher, CAM, Qatar University
Mobile : 55291725, E-mail : jollybhadradu@gmail.com

LOCATED in the nation’s capital, Qatar University (QU) is an exciting place to be. QU is a
model national university in the region recognized for the high quality education and research and
for being a leader of social and economic development. In order to achieve this vision, QU is
broadly classified in two categories, 1) education, and 2) research. Center for advanced materials
(CAM) is one of the elite research centers in the university and I am proud to be a part of it.
Research :
CAM is an association of institutions, who work together formally to coordinate activities
and develop high quality research modules. CAM accommodates many sophisticated and modern laboratories where one could get almost all the research requirements to carry out a research.
Also, we are free to use the facilities available in other laboratories that are not in CAM. We not
only conduct experimental research but also equally emphasize on the theoretical ones to synchronize us with the future challenges. There is a high quality pool resource in CAM with more
than 17 researchers and five technicians. These researchers are deeply associated with various
fields namely; recycle polymer, biopolymer, polymer, corrosion, etc. CAM has produced many
peer-reviewed publications, and several invention disclosures are under preparation. It has also
delivered several international presentations at international venues, produced several demonstration prototypes of its activities, and most importantly, QU has been awarded some National
Priorities Research Projects (QNRF-NPRP), Qatar Science & Technology Park (QSTP) projects
while collaborating with different collaborators (academic, industrial, national and international).
Extra Curriculum :
Al-bairag is a mission by CAM to develop and train local talents for contributing towards
the knowledge based economy of Qatar. In this program, we provide the talents every opportunity
to present themselves and discover new ideas. The main objective behind this approach is to
make them feel good and involved them in translational research. We usually attend the national
and international conferences\workshops to present our work and attract their attention. In this
way, we closely get acquainted with the other current researches happening around simultaneously.
Social :
CAM is a place where you get freedom and the chance to meet new people around. Also, you
get the opportunity to meet with people coming to QU for attending or giving lectures on research. In this way, one could understand their culture, food and other stuff as well. Sometimes,
we go outside with our group for social get-to-gather on special occasions to free ourselves from
busy research environment and get some new ideas to make them happen again.
Lastly, I would say “CAM is one of the best research places one would always cherish being
a part of it.”
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Experience of an Indian Teacher
at Qatar

18

I am an Indian belonging to the far flung North-East of India (Assam) the
name of which probably may not have been heard about much. I came to
Qatar for the first time when my husband announced that he was to take a
new job in Qatar Shell. Though teaching was not my cup of tea, may be
would have opted for something different, but when my children started
going to school, I got the opportunity to serve in DPS Numaligarh, Assam.
After we landed at Qatar, our children got admitted in CIS (Compass
International School). I also got a chance to serve this school. CIS is
completely different, for example the syllabus, the language, the people, the
surroundings. At first, I was a bit off track and thought myself to be a misfit
but gradually with the co-operation of the Headmaster and the staff, I tried
to overcome those and am trying my best also, to cope up with the new
environment i.e. teaching and the children. Here the syllabus is more
practical not theoretical so the children get a chance for an all round
development.
Children from all over the globe get a chance to mix with each other
understanding each other’s tradition and culture which promotes unity in
diversity. These make children more confident and have a broader outlook.
After nearly two years of service I find CIS has made me more hard
working, tolerant, confident and enabled to look at things in a brighter and
broader way.
Thanks to CIS and teaching has become a passion for me.
I am a class teacher for Year 3, teaching all subjects except language.
Regarding extracurricular activities, the school has different activities after
school hours such as Science Club, Chess Club, Dance Club, Fabric
Painting Club, Sports Club etc. Apart from my main teaching, I teach fabric
painting as a extra curricular activity.
The school, CIS (Compass International School) follows British
National Curriculum. This school has classes from Pre-school to Year 7.
My students belong to the following countries : Qatar, India, Pakistan,
Malaysia, Canada, U.K., Sri Lanka etc.

Shakila Jabeen

Teacher, CIS, Al Khor
Phone : 33441821, E-mail : shakilajbn@gmail.com

Anupama Borgohain
New Delhi, India

BIHU (ø¬ıU in Assamese) is one such word which brings unity and togetherness to Assamese
society. It is a set of three different cultural festivals of Assam and celebrated by the
Assamese people with much joy and festivity irrespective of religion, caste and creed.
There are two doctrine of thought regarding the origin of the word BIHU. According to
the one school, the word Bihu is derived from the language of the Dimasa people who have
been agrarian since time immemorial. Their supreme god is Brai Shibrai or Father Shibrai.
The first crops of the season are offered to Brai Shibrai while wishing for peace and
prosperity. So 'Bi' means 'to ask' and 'Shu' means 'peace and prosperity' in the world. Hence
the word BISHU gradually became Bihu to accommodate linguistic preferences. The other
school said that 'Bi' means 'to ask' and 'Hu' means 'to give' and so came BIHU.
There are three types of Bihu which are celebrated in different times throughout the
year. These three types of Bihu are : 1. Rongali Bihu (or Bohag Bihu), 2. Kongali Bihu (or
Kati Bihu) and 3. Bhogali Bihu (or Magh Bihu).
The Bihu festival signifies a celebration of farming, especially paddy. For example,
Rongali Bihu marks the beginning of sowing of seeds, the Kati Bihu marks the completion of
sowing and transplantation of the saplings and the Magh Bihu marks the advent of the
harvest period. This is truly a regional festival, which brings a sense of solidarity and unity
among the people of the Assam region. It also marks the changes in the seasons.
Bohag Bihu or Rongali Bihu~
Bohag Bihu (mid-April, also called Rongali Bihu), the most popular Bihu celebrates the
onset of the Assamese New Year (around April 14-15) and the coming of spring. This marks
the first day of the Hindu solar calendar and is also observed in different parts of India by
different names (Bengal – Poila Boisaikh, Andhra Pradesh – Uagadi, Madhya Pradesh – Gudi
Padwa, Tamil Nadu – Puthandu, Kerala – Vishu, Manipur – Cheiraoba, Jammu & Kashmir –
Navreh, Orissa – Maha Vishuva Sanskrati, Gujrat – Betsu Varas, Sindhi (cast) – Cheti
Chand, Himachal Pradesh – Chaiti and Bosoa/Bishu, Punjab – Baisakhi, Andhra Pradesh/
Bihar/Jharkhand/Uttar Pradesh – Chaitra Pratipada, Maithilli – Jude Sheetal).
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Parallels of Bihu among the other races and
tribes of Assam are Baisagu for Bodo Kacharis,
Baikhu for Rabhas, Ali-Ai-Ligang for Misings,
Bohhaggio Bishu for Deoris.
The first day of the Rongali Bihu is the Goru
or Cow Bihu. On this day, the cows are washed and
worshipped. This day falls on the last day of the
previous year, usually on April 14. The cattle are
washed, smeared with ground turmeric and other
pastes, struck with sprigs of dighalati and
makhiyati and endeared to be healthy and
productive. A hearty meal of gourd and brinjal is
fed to the cows, while singing the Assamese
traditional song : ˘±› ‡±, Œ¬ıÀ„√√Ú± ‡±, ¬ıÂ√À1 ¬ıÂ√À1 ¬ı±øÏ¬ˇ ˚±º
˜±1 ¸1n∏, ¬ı±À¬Û1 ¸1n∏, Ó¬˝◊√ ˝√√íø¬ı ¬ı1·1n∏ºº (Lao kha, bengena
kha, bosore bosore barhi ja/maar xoru, baper xoru,
toi hobi bor bor goru) which means eat gourd, eat
brinjal, grow from year to year/your mother is
small, your father is small, but you be a large one.
In the evening when the cows return home, the
old cattle bindings are cast away and new ropes are
used. They are worshipped and well fed on that
day. The Goru Bihu or cattle worship rites are
observed on the last day of the year. The rationale
behind the worshipping of cows is very simple.
They are the greatest assets of a farmer because not
only do they produce milk but also help plough
fields, transport men, crop and so on.
The next day of the Rongali Bihu, which is the
first day of the Assamese New Year is the Manuh
Bihu (Human Bihu), the New Year Day. On this
day (which generally falls on April 15th)people get
cleaned up, wear new cloths and celebrate and get
ready for the New Year with fresh vigor. On this
day, elders are shown respect and the young take
blessings from them. People visit relatives and
friends house to greet the New Year with joy.
With gifts of 'Bihuwan' (Gamosa), which is a
traditional Assamese piece of cloth, are gifted to
elders as a mark of respect. Children are also given
new clothes and people visit their relatives and
friend. Village elders move from household to
households singing carols, also in the style of Bihu
Geets, Husoris. Different Bihu pandals also
organize cultural functions, which goes on for 4-5
days.
The third day of Rongali Bihu is the Gosai
(God) Bihu. On this day, statues of Gods are
worshipped seeking a prosperous year ahead. The
Rongali Bihu is the most widely celebrated Bihu
with much festivity. This Bihu has many significant
20 ...........................................

aspects of the celebration process.
Bihu Geet : The 'Bihu Geets' are Bihu songs
which are a significant part of the festival. The
lyrics of the songs blend in from narrating natural
beauty to a lover’s expression, from the social
awareness issues to the humorous tales. One of the
major folk cultures of the Bihu festival, Bihu songs
is widely popular and the playing includes using a
variety of instruments in its fold. These songs
express the rich culture of Assam.
Bihu Dance : Bihu dance is the folk dance of
Assam. It is a joyous dance performed by both men
and women in groups. The dance is characterized
by brisk steps accentuated by expressive hand
movements. Though both males and females dance
in different formations, yet the rhythm and
coordination is significant in the Bihu dance. The
female Bihu dance has much variation and the
dance has different stages from dancing forms to
dancing in coordination with the instruments
played. The stages include : freehand, twisting,
dancing with the rhythm of the pepa blowing, with
the kahi and the jaapi with others. There are
different forms of Bihu dance like the Mising Bihu
dance, Deori Bihu dance among others with respect
to the different sub class of Assamese culture.
Husori : Husori is another important aspect of
Bihu. Here the village elders move from household
to household singing Bihu geets and performances.
The Husori groups are traditionally welcomed in
the courtyard and they after the performances give
blessings to the household.
Mukoli Bihu : In this form of Bihu, young
unmarried men and women attired in traditional
golden silk Muga perform the Bihu dance and sing
Bihu songs in the open fields.
Jeng Bihu : This form of Bihu is performed
and watch only by women. The name ‘Jeng’ is
derived from the fact that in earlier time, village
women used to surround their place of performance
with sticks dug into the ground. This Bihu form is
also called Gos tolor Bihu.
Bihutoli Bihu : This is the urban form of Bihu
where the rural festival made its transition into the
modernized urban life. It was first started in Latasil
field in Guwahati by the Guwahati Bihu Sanmilani
1962. It was promoted by personalities like Radha
Govinda Baruah, Khagen Mahanta among others.
Here the dancers perform in a makeshift elevated
stage which is popularly known as Bihutoli. The
performances in the Bihotoli are not confined to
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